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Scott Decksheimer, Chair, AFP Canada, Association of Fundraising Professionals: 
Thank you, chairman, vice-chair, and members of the Special Senate Committee on the Charitable Sector. My name is Scott Decksheimer, and I am the president and CEO of the ViTreo Group, a philanthropic consulting firm, meaning I work with many different charities on their fundraising. I’m here officially in my volunteer role as the chair of AFP Canada. I’m joined by Andrea McManus, former volunteer chair of AFP International and the first Canadian to hold that global position.

AFP, or the Association of Fundraising Professionals, is the largest association of charitable fundraisers in the world, representing some 31,000 individuals and organizations and in Canada some 3,500 individual fundraisers and charities, raising funds for causes from one coast to the other. 
We believe in appropriate regulation and require our members to adhere to regulations and an enforceable fundraising ethical code. In fact, AFP assisted the Canada Revenue Agency in developing its fundraising guidelines. 
The greatest impact a charity has is to provide programs that enhance the quality of life of all those who live in our community. Imagine Canada, among other organizations, finds that a slowing economy, along with increased demand for charitable services, will lead to a deficit in this sector of $25 billion. Where is that revenue going to come from? 
One area is through the charitable giving of our citizens. At its core, fundraising is a methodical approach to developing and cultivating relationships over many years. This process of fundraising can’t only be done by volunteers, though they play a huge part in their success. It requires specialized knowledge and planning and an understanding of ethics. 
Fundraising is about more than just raising money. There are many benefits. In a recent survey of donors in the U.K., 63 per cent took additional actions in their community as a result of donating. Those actions included recommending causes to family and friends, looking for information about a cause or charity, giving time as volunteer and even using one or more of the charities services. A healthy and growing fundraising program is a bellwether for the health of an organization and maybe the sector. 

How can this committee create impactful policy that will help grow the sector? It could be through an exemption of capital gains tax on gifts of real estate and gifts of private shares. It might mean ensuring the federal donation tax credit remains stable and in place, allowing Canadians to plan their giving and estates. It might mean reviewing the rules on allowing charities to increase financing through expanded business activities or other new mechanisms to raise capital. It’s also much about the government’s tone, its approach and its visible and audible support. When that support is lacking, donors withdraw and change giving habits, which destabilizes care and support for issues important to Canadians. What can the government do? Andrea.

Andrea McManus, Past Chair, Association of Fundraising Professionals: 
Thanks, Scott. All levels of government have the opportunity and the window to influence public opinion on the work that the non-profit sector does by recognizing the partnership that they have with non-profit organizations, such as, for example, when the Senate led the way in creating and establishing National Philanthropy Day. We are still the only country in the world that formally recognizes National Philanthropy Day, and it’s celebrated in many cities across the country and brings focus and attention to the value of contributing to the non-profit sector.

In addition, why can’t all policies coming down the pipeline be viewed through the lens of the non-profit sector? How will a particular initiative impact the sector? What does it mean for the people that rely on these organizations? Can we designate a federal department to have economic and policy responsibility for charities and non-profits, recognizing the value of the sector beyond the tax regulation of Canada Revenue Agency?

There are so many ways that public opinion can be shaped to recognize the value of this sector and why it’s even more important now and that’s why the work of this committee is so timely, because we are in a time of accelerating change. Many in our profession are laser focused on the Internet and social media. Now charities large and small have access to technology that is attempting to level the playing field, allowing many new avenues of fundraising. At the same time revenue generators such as crowdfunding, while not technically charitable in nature, have become successful at grabbing public attention. 

From the AFP Foundation for Philanthropy Canada and Ipsos Reid’s What Canadian Donors Want survey, 80 per cent of Canadians surveyed are either very likely or likely to donate in the next 12 months. At the same time, 60 per cent are concerned about the economy and may reassess their giving plans.

The sector and the government need to encourage more people to engage and give, that means providing additional options to give and to educate them about the importance of giving.

I hope that our presentation has been helpful in exploring what this committee can do to assist the sector during this crucial time. Thank you for your attention and we welcome your questions.

