VI. SAMPLE ETHICS CASES (2)

Case 1.  A Promise is a Promise?

You are a member of the junior class at Anytown High School and you are part of a special project to raise money for the local Boys and Girls Club to help them build a basketball court outside their building.  Three of your classmates paid a visit to the local grocery store owner and asked him for a contribution of $200 to go toward the basketball court fund.  The grocery owner was delighted that your class is involved in such a good project for the community and gave them the money.  

Meanwhile, you and another student from the class visited the local hardware store to ask for a gift.  The manager of the hardware store said he would give you $200, but only if the money was matched by another business, and if the money was used for the organization he supported, the local food bank.

You both knew that the class had the $200 from the grocery store to make the match, but the class had voted for the basketball court project and your classmates had told the grocery store owner that is what the money would be used for.

1. What would you do?  Why or why not?

a) Accept the money from the hardware store manager anyway?

b) Thank the hardware store manager for wanting to make a gift, but tell him that your project is the basketball court and they have to finish fundraising to complete that project?

c) Take the money and tell the class they have to change their project to the food bank and use the grocery store money for the match?

d) Tell the hardware store manager that if he gives you the $200 for the basketball court project now, the class will do a fundraising project later for the food bank.

2. What is the “right” thing to do in this case?  What is the principle that governs your decision?

Case 2.  The Big Gift

Your class has decided to put on a film festival to raise money so that the arts program at your high school does not have to be shut down.  The class has picked three films, including one that might be considered controversial by some people.  Your teacher and the class think it is a very good film that deals with topics that are important to young people growing up in our society today.  The film festival is expected to raise $2,000, which will ensure the arts program for another year.

Four days before the festival, after the publicity has gone out and most of the tickets are sold, the principal gets a call from Mr. Bigdonor, who is the largest donor to the school’s foundation.  Mr. Bigdonor is extremely upset and wants to know how the school can condone showing “this piece of filth”.  He says that if the festival goes on, he will not make any future gifts to the school.

The principal comes to your class and says that she will support whatever decision you, as a group, make.

1. What should the class do?  Why or why not?

a) Tell the principal that our country is based on freedom of speech and the film festival should go on as scheduled?

b) Change the choice of the offensive film to one that Mr. Bigdonor would approve of?

c) Send a delegation of students to talk with Mr. Bigdonor to explain why it is important that this particular film be shown and why it is not “filth”?

d) Ask the principal to visit with Mr. Bigdonor and tell him why the film is going to be shown?

2. What is the “right” thing to do in this case?  What is the principle that governs your decision?

