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AFP Careers in Fundraising
Sample Introductory Letter to High School Career Counselor
Dear Youth Counselor (or individual’s name):

Thank you for your interest in promoting careers in the field of philanthropic fundraising.  US News and World Report’s list of the “30 Best Careers for 2009” includes Fundraiser, explaining that “while the slowing economy portends lower donations, to date, hiring of fundraisers has continued to grow.”  Fundraising is the process of requesting donations from individuals, businesses, private or public foundations or governmental agencies for the benefit of not-for-profit organizations and their beneficiaries.

The Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) represents more than 30,000 members in 200 chapters throughout the world, including in our community of _____________.  The Association fosters the development and growth of fundraising professionals and promotes high ethical standards in fundraising practice.  AFP collects, researches and publishes information on philanthropy and philanthropic fundraising.  The organization also provides training and networking opportunities for its members nationally and through our local chapters.

The (insert chapter name) is delighted to provide you with the enclosed information to promote philanthropic fundraising as a career option to your students.  I will call you shortly to introduce myself and talk about our chapter’s interest in speaking at your school about the exciting career opportunities in our field.

Sincerely,

