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· National Philanthropy Day® (NPD) is the special day set aside to recognize and pay tribute to the great contributions that philanthropy – and those people active in the philanthropic community – have made to our lives, our communities and our world.
· NPD was first celebrated in 1986. This year, more than 100 NPD events, involving over 50,000 people across North America, will take place. These events include award ceremonies, galas, luncheons, seminars and other special events. 
· The Association of Fundraising Professionals (AFP) is the main sponsor of NPD through its 32,000 members in more than 240 chapters across North America and around the world. Chapters work with local charitable and community organizations to hold NPD celebrations. 
· The National Philanthropy Day® website (npdlove.org) will feature a list of all NPD events across North America, In addition, the website contains important dates in philanthropic history, famous quotes about philanthropy and tips to help people give wisely. If no event is listed in your area, email paffairs@afpglobal.org for more information.
· As part of National Philanthropy Day®, individuals and organizations are honored for their outstanding charitable work in their local communities. In addition, AFP presents international honors to recognize some of the most generous and innovative philanthropists, volunteers, foundations and others around the world. 
· When NPD was first celebrated in 1986, President Ronald Reagan signed a proclamation officially recognizing Nov. 15, 1986, as National Philanthropy Day®. Since then, the day has been recognized by numerous state, provincial and local governments across North America.
· Canada became the first country in the world to recognize NPD in 2009. Legislation is now in Parliament to permanently celebrate Nov. 15 as National Philanthropy Day® every year.
· Noted songwriter Marvin Hamlisch wrote the official NPD song, “Now, More Than Ever.” Sheet music is available on request by emailing paffairs@afpglobal.org. 
· The first lady of Mexico was the featured guest at one of the first NPD celebrations in Mexico in 2002. 
Facts about AFP
· Since 1960, AFP has helped to advance and build fundraising into a recognized and respected profession that serves the public good by linking causes and donors. AFP now represents 32,000 fundraisers in more than 240 chapters around the world, and its members represent every conceivable cause and mission.

· AFP and its members, who are responsible for generating philanthropic support for their organizations, have played a key role in increasing charitable giving from an estimated $9.4 billion in 1960 to over $430 billion today.
· Almost every social cause over the past century has been driven by the charitable sector and the support generated by fundraisers who inspire donors around the world to give of their money and time. Fundraising is the engine that drives philanthropy and the causes that change the world for the better, and ensures that charities and the programs they operate will have funding for today and into the future.

· AFP is the leading organization in the world in advancing ethical fundraising. In 1963, the association developed its Code of Ethical Principles and Standards that has been used by countless nonprofits around the world. The code helps ensure that charities operate under the highest ethical standards and use donor money effectively and efficiently. It is the only fundraising code in the world that is enforced.
· Since its inception, AFP has helped to protect the public from fraudulent organizations and educate donors about how to give wisely and ensure their contributions make the greatest impact. The association was a key co-developer of the Donor Bill of Rights, which explicitly states the expectations a donor should have when making a contribution. 

· In October, AFP celebrated the inaugural Ethics Awareness Month, highlighting the importance of ethics and trust and fundraising and philanthropy. AFP offered a wide variety of programs, article, videos and other resources to fundraisers and charities to ensure they abide by the highest ethical standards in the profession. 

· AFP plays a key role in encouraging giving and volunteering through its National Philanthropy Day® activities, which features events across North America that highlight each community’s top donors, volunteers, foundations and others involved with philanthropy. 
· AFP exists to help people change the world. Not just fundraisers, but also donors, volunteers, corporations, foundations and all others involved in the philanthropic process. By bringing people together, raising awareness of causes and developing best practices and standards, we work as one community to ensure donors see their dreams come to fruition. We help them create the impact that will change the world.
Philanthropy in the U.S.

· In America, no one is required to give to charity. Nowhere in the Constitution, the Declaration of Independence or the Internal Revenue Code does it require citizens to donate their money to charity. Yet, the United States has an extraordinary tradition of charitable giving going back over 200 years. 

· Philanthropy – voluntary giving for the common good – is so important to America because it is voluntary. When someone makes a charitable contribution, they feel good not only because they are helping to improve society, but also because they want to give. Philanthropy is people helping people because it is the right thing to do, not because of some requirement. And charitable giving benefits everyone, because at some point in time, everyone has been affected by a charity and its services. 

· America is a land of choices, and people can commit their time or spend their money in countless ways. But for volunteers and donors, philanthropy is not just a consumer choice. It is a statement about themselves and what they want their society to look like. When Americans make the choice to give, our nation becomes better – our world becomes better. As a society, we become more united. We become a community.

· The idea of community has become extremely important during the recent recession. In this time of challenges, we look to reach out. To connect. To find comfort and understanding. The charitable sector provides us a critical path to connect with one another. Through giving and volunteering, we become closer. We find understanding in helping each other. By sharing our experiences and coming together, we promote tolerance and virtue. 

· While it’s easy to make a contribution and raise funds when the economy is good, the philanthropic community is most important when times are not so great. More than ever, it is critical that the community of philanthropy works as one – to encourage giving and volunteering, and to assure the public that charities are worthy of their support.

· Fundraisers are stewards of the public trust and stewards of the public’s charitable contributions. They not only have a responsibility to their organization to raise money, but they also have an obligation to the public to ensure that the money contributed is used in an appropriate fashion. It is this dual responsibility that mandates the highest ethical conduct for practitioners of the fundraising profession.

· Days like today remind us of what we can achieve and what lies ahead in the future. Even as we celebrate NPD and our achievements, we also celebrate the promise of tomorrow. In 1960, overall giving didn’t even exceed $10 billion. But through the years, we worked together, created awareness and set the stage for the extraordinary giving levels of today that reach almost $300 billion and lead to such incredible impact.
· Americans give hundreds of billions of dollars to charity every year. But it’s not those numbers that are so impressive. It’s not those amazing statistics that define philanthropy and what we celebrate today. Rather, it is the impact that we make that defines philanthropy and our charitable work. It is the impact of our gifts that have led to such extraordinary change—in healthcare, in education, in civil rights, in the environment, in housing. Name an issue over the past century and a half. Philanthropy and the charitable sector have been involved.
